
❙ A list of area fireworks dis-
plays, a photo gallery and vid-
eos of fireworks preparations.
❙ Audio of Bill Self talking
about KU recruits Xavier and
C.J. Henry.

@KANSASCITY.COM

From a computer or your mobile
phone, click on KansasCity.com for...

❙ Get breaking news alerts sent
to your phone.

And exclusively for
mobile phone users...

They didn’t show up carrying Red
Ryder BB guns or wearing round
glasses like 9-year-old Ralphie in the
movie “A Christmas Story.”

But 17 boys with Broadway dreams on
Wednesday belted out songs and mono-
logues to land a part in a new holiday
musical based on that modern perennial
favorite and making its debut in Kansas
City later this year.

Boys like Joey
Parker, 13, who wore
high-top tennis shoes
and swung his arms
back and forth as he

sang “Gary, Indiana” from “The Music
Man.” Then he quickly transformed
himself into Charlie Brown, dropping
his shoulders, frowning and talking
about having peanut butter stuck on the 

A local institution goes away this holiday season, when the Kansas City
Repertory Theatre puts “A Christmas Carol” on hiatus and introduces a
musical version of a wildly popular movie. On Wednesday the search for

young actors — and future Broadway stars — got under way. 

Talent shopping in July
for ‘A Christmas Story’

PHOTOS BY RICH SUGG
| THE KANSAS CITY STAR

Payton Dishman (clockwise
from top), J.J. Parker and
Joey Parker showed their
acting chops during the
Rep’s auditions for “A
Christmas Story.”

By ANN SPIVAK
The Kansas City Star
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@ For a
photo gallery,
go to
KansasCity.com

The White Pages phone book,
which helped connect the coun-
try for more than a century, is fac-
ing up to the fact that it no longer
matters in most households.

The latest sign of its shrunken
role is a tentative deal in Missouri
that would let AT&T stop auto-
matic delivery to homes and busi-
nesses on the Missouri side of the

Kansas City
and St. Louis
areas. 

Customers
could still re-
quest a direc-
tory, but only
a small frac-
tion are ex-
pected to do
so. Delivery
of AT&T’s
Yellow Pages

would not be affected, and there
is no plan yet to stop automatic
delivery in Kansas.

The Missouri Public Service
Commission, which must decide
whether to accept the proposal,
will hold a public hearing Mon-
day in Kansas City. The plan is
part of an agreement between the
phone company and other par-
ties, including the commission
staff and the Missouri Office of
Public Counsel, which represents
consumers.

The move comes amid changes
over the last few years that have
wrung much of the usefulness
out of the White Pages.

There are now 4.3 million wire-
less subscribers in Missouri,
compared with 3.2 million wire-
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In Missouri,
White Pages
fading
to black
Deal would let AT&T stop
automatic delivery in KC
and St. Louis, but book
could still be requested.

By STEVE EVERLY
The Kansas City Star
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C AMP LEATHERNECK, Af-
ghanistan | Thousands of
U.S. Marines descended

upon the volatile Helmand River
valley in helicopters and ar-
mored convoys early today.

The operation represents the
first large-scale test of the U.S.
military’s new counterinsur-
gency strategy in Afghanistan. 

The operation will involve
about 4,000 troops from the 2nd
Marine Expeditionary Brigade,
which was dispatched to Af-
ghanistan this year by President
Barack Obama to combat a
growing Taliban insurgency in
Helmand and other southern
provinces. 

The Marines, along with an
Army brigade that is scheduled
to arrive later this summer, plan
to push into pockets of the coun-
try where NATO forces have not
had a presence. In many of those
areas, the Taliban have evicted
local police and government of-
ficials and taken power. 

Once Marine units arrive in
their designated towns and vil-
lages, they have been instructed
to build and live in small out-

posts among the local popula-
tion. 

The brigade’s commander,
Brig. Gen. Lawrence Nicholson,
said his Marines will focus their
efforts on protecting civilians
from the Taliban and on restor-
ing Afghan government services,
instead of mounting a series of
hunt-and-kill missions against
the insurgents. 

“We’re doing this very differ-
ently,” Nicholson said to his se-
nior officers a few hours before
the mission began. “We’re going
to be with the people. We’re not
going to drive to work. We’re go-
ing to walk to work.” 

Similar approaches have been
tried in the eastern part of the
country, but none has had the
scope of the mission in Hel-

NEW STRATEGY | Moving in among the people

U.S. FORCES
LAUNCH
AFGHAN
OPERATION
Thousands deployed
to Helmand province
in an attempt to oust
Taliban insurgents.

By RAJIV CHANDRASEKARAN
Washington Post
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Things are looking
up for fireworks
fans. The Fourth
will feature lots 
of shows.

FYI WEEKEND
PREVIEW

75¢

Environmental investigators
went looking for hazardous
chromium 6 where it shouldn’t
be — in northwest Missouri
farm soil — and they found it.

The levels they found in a
small, initial test weren’t high
enough to create a health hazard,
state and federal environmental
agencies said in a news confer-
ence Wednesday. But the results
were enough to warrant more
testing and some other actions.

Indeed, questions linger in a

controversy
that for several
years has con-
sumed the
Cameron area,
where resi-
dents fear that

something has been causing
brain tumors.

A new suspect emerged in
April when a lawsuit was filed
claiming that a St. Joseph tan-
nery had spread waste sludge
containing chromium 6, a dan-
gerous chemical, on farmland.

Now, after initial testing, au-
thorities want to know if other
farm land in that area contains
any level of the hazardous chro-
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Chromium 6 found in
northwest Missouri soil
More tests are on the way,
but officials don’t think
levels are high enough to
cause health problems.

By LAURA BAUER
The Kansas City Star
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@ Go to
KansasCity.com
for a video
from the EPA’s
news
conference.

MORE
BUSINESS
NEWS, A7
❙ June gives
carmakers
cause to hope
❙ A billionaire
wants to sell
you a mattress

MORE LOCAL NEWS, A4
Church volunteers will give a facelift to five KC schools.
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TOMORROW IN THE STAR: THE KANSAS CITY CONNECTION TO HOW “THE KING OF POP” GOT HIS TITLE.
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The confusion surrounding
the Henry brothers and KU
stems from the flawed rules
of the NCAA and NBA.

| JASON 
WHITLOCK, B1

SPORTS DAILY
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As fans keep flocking to
his makeshift memorial on
the Walk of Fame, Michael
Jackson’s death keeps
stirring controversy. | A2
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